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CHAPTER XXXIX

looked
turned somewhat aim
Coming out, he almo<
stopped at once.

"Just back from So
"This minute," Jen
Sir James looked a'

was carrying. "You v

he remarked.
Jermyn glanced do*

hope?"
"Nothing at all.

There was a little mai
with you."
"What about now?"
"Just on my way to

ueciarea. Lome and

"I'll wash my hand
Jermyn agreed. "I ha
"You haven't been
Jermyn shook his h<

luggage and came stra

something for me, will'
ing? I am not hungry.
He went to the tele

quiries. Lady Annerli
telephone believed, wai

for a quarter past eigh
"You will let her

turned," Jermyn instr
for sometime."

UE made his way ti
to dinner with t

awnne on casual topics
draw near the subject

"I went a few night
Imperial Theater. I
didn't expect to enjoy
good, but I tell you frs
marvelous actress."

For the first time Je
derful," he admitted,
you're not much of a j

"I am not," Sir Jar
the old-fashioned sort
many demands upon
little time of any sort
like the modern play,
from the French. It is
many phases of modei
an old stager like my
about one for a minute
Jermyn looked up i

all means," he said. "

"Your wife has con;

Jermyn's expressior
that she has been unw

"She is not unwel
bluntly. "She is only
Jermyn set down th<
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Lucille intervi
Sybil, as told
our last issue

vr^,
1 I

enings later Jermyn arrived at
ereas about eight o'clock, after a

stay in Scotland. He drove at
his club, and stared a little blank2handful of letters the hall porter
him in reply to his eager inquiry.
svas not a line from Sybil. He
them through once more, and
lessly toward the smoking room,

t ran into Sir James. The latter

otland?" he inquired,
nyn replied.
t the little pile of letters Jermyn
.'ill find two notes there from me,1
wn at them. "Nothing wrong, I

I simply invited you to lunch,
tter I felt I should like to discuss

Jermyn asked. "Haveyoudined?"
order a sole and cutlet," Sir James
join me."

Is and be there in five minutes,"
id better telephone home too."
home yet, then?"
:ad. "I sent my man on with the
ignt nere, ne explained, uraer

,'ou.just the same as you arehavIhave been in the train all day."
phone and made a few casual iniv,the servant who answered the
s dining out. The car was ordered
t.
Ladyship know that I have reucted."I shall probably be here

3 the dining room and sat down
he physician. They talked for
. Then Sir James began slowly to
that was all the time in his mind.
:s ago, Jermyn," he said, "to the
knew your play was good; but I
it so much. Not only is the play
inkly I think that Miss Cluley is a

rmvn smiled. "She is quite won"Iam glad you went. I know
ilavgoer."
nes confessed. "I used to enjoy
of thing; but science makes so
us nowadays that one has very
for diversion. Besides, I don't
I am sick of seeing everything

-n't wholesome. In fact, there are

rn life, Jermyn, that don't please
self. I am going to talk to you
: or two now, if I may."
n some surprise. "Go ahead, by
You provoke my curiosity."
suited me about her health."
hardened. "I have not heard

ell," he remarked.
1," his companion pronounced,
dying."
3 glass that he had been in the act
o. All rights reserved.
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of raising to hi
bling. "Are y

"Is it a ma

spirit? Your\
her body, and

4 J "What is th
"You!" the
There was i

r laughed a littl
"If you wei

friend," he sai
nr»r»n tViic n<; cr

"You can ca

declared. "Yo
ewing quackery, and
in tional speechc

man, and I an

frankly that tl
on inside Luci

no avail. She is fretting
to ask her questions. I
she answered professior
you know."

"Doctor," said Jermy
you as given to exaggera

it , uut ait )uu a

Lucille? She is very exi

strung. She came to yo
pression. You might v<

condition that was a littl
Sir James poured him<

Lucille into the world," 1
throughout her girlhood,
see her when she had ty
she has ever voluntarily
has been like one of my o

that I have told you is
truth. I speak, of cou

any circumstances there
what, on the face of it,
deal with facts. Lucille
do not save her. It is m

Curiously enough, afte
ceeding impulse was on<

torP he said. "Supposii
between my wife and n

strange it may seem to
even simulating an affe
feel, do you still sit then
health is my responsibili

MI am a doctor and no

marked dryly. "Honor
stand; not the modern vi
position of husband and
the world was made, an<

present generation seems

You may alter schools c

new standards, establish
you can't do away with
ceremony. I don't wish tc
know. 11 is my duty to pc
to my thinking, at any rs
world that could absolve;
mnkintr an ofTort to save

outside? I am going on

Jermyn waved him aw

said simply. "I want to
Sir James rose from his

arm rest upon Jermyn's
suppose," he declared; "

way out of a tangle, an

show it to you so well as

if you'll only be honest."

JERMYN, a little later
the reading room an<

chair. A crowd of hate
upon him. There were tl
mit. Since the day of his
Lucille who had lived like
he sat there, he could tl
brutality toward her. H
simply being consistent,
had nothing to give. I
thoughts, from city to cit
It was a changed Lucille,
grow quieter and quietei
ached with dull pain wl
times when she had made
the imploring light of he
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is lips. His hands were tremouserious, Sir James?"
itter to discuss in any other
vife hasn't an unsound organ in
yet she is dying."
e matter with her, then?"
physician replied gravely,
i brief silence. Then Jermyn
e hardly.
e a modern practitioner, my
d, "I am afraid I should look

4.1_: n
iiiiuuuug ui u. uuuge.
lII it what you like," the other
u know very well that I hate all
that I am not given to sensa:s.I am fond of you, young

i fond of your wife. I tell you
here is a wasting process going
ille, against which science is of
herself into the grave. I had
asked them professionally, and
tally; but they tell the story,

n, "I have never looked upon
ition, and am not accusing you
ure that you quite understand
citable and nervous and highly
u in one of her moments of de-
sry easily form an idea of her
le misleading."
;elf a glass of wine. "I brought
le continued. "I attended her

I traveled over to France to
phoid. I do not believe that
consulted another doctor. She
wn children to me. Everything
the truth and more than the
rse, in complete ignorance of
may be between you to explain
seems so strange. I can only
is dying. She will die if you
y duty to tell you this."
r the first shod.- Termvn's sue-

3 of anger. "Look here, Docigthere was a cause of offense
lyself, so great that, however
you, there was dishonor in my
ction for her that I could not
e and tell me that her state of
ty?"
t a philosopher," Sir James reanddishonor I do not underiewof them, at any rate. The
wife has been the same since

1 always will be; although the
» to do nothing but kick at it.
>f thought, you may build up
new cults and new sects, but
the obligations of the marriage
> know anything more than I do
tint out your responsibility; and
ite, there isn't anything in this
you if Lucille dies without your
her. Shall we take our coffee
to a meeting at the hospital."
av. "I'd rather you went," he
think."
place and for a moment let his
shoulder. "I am an old fool, I
but, Jermyn, there's only one
d there isn't anyone who can

you can find it out for yourself,

on, found a secluded corner in
1 threw himself into an easy
;ful thoughts were pressing in
hings that he was forced to admarriageit had been a changed
a shadow at his side. Even as
link of a hundred cases of his
e had told himself that he was
He had promised nothing; he

le followed their tour, in his
,y, and back again to England.
indeed! He had watched her
He remembered.his heart

len he remembered the many
those timid appeals to him,.
t eyes, the small artifices she
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had used, the half-frighten
tenderness, a word, a touch
The night before he had

of it now almost with fea
room and had heard a stra
the keyhole of the commur
had never unlocked, and 1
the sound now again in th
him,.the sound of a wc

quietly through the hours (

and a terrible thing that 1
tragedy that he had no ide;
The time slipped away,

ly and made his way roui
formance was just over, a

passage by the doorkeeper'
latter seemed none too pie
"You back, Sir Jermyr

"By Jove! I wish I'd know
in town! We've a smal
Couldn't vou eet off home
myn's attire, "and change

"Not tonight, I am afrai
you all the same. I have
Cluley hasn't left, I hope?

"No, I think she is just
him. "She is supping wit!
Jermyn stopped short,

peated.
"My wife and I both t

"that Miss Cluley has bee:
life. I am thankful to say
through it just a little. S
ball tomorrow. Young 1
great supper party. A con
isn't he, Sir Jermyn? Yo
ought to see all sides of lift
Jermyn turned slowly rc

ing out to supper," he said
"She'll like to see you f

manager remarked. "Perh
you to join us."
Jermyn hesitated. It w

seemed crumbling about hi;
now," he decided. "I shall

JERMYN passed out, jusi
who was alighting from

into a taxi and drove hom
"Your mistress in?" he it

erts, as the latter relieved
"Her Ladyship has not

Jermyn," the butler inforn
Dorington House, and was
she felt unwell. It was ju
from the club, Sir. She hi
rtU T i i:
an inc evening. j. ueueve

Jermyn slowly ascended
door of the end room of Lu
no answer. He turned th
Lucille was lying on a cou
There were some smelling
novel, and a bowl of roses

He closed the door quieth
room. Then he saw that
with his feet buried in the
looking down at her. A cu

heartstrings. He was com

regard to her, a sense of ii
Even in repose, her face \

tortured woman. There w
lows in her cheeks; her ni

wac hpaiitifii! «ti11 Hut
fashion. Suddenly she op
It was as though a miracle
appearance was transformi
out, her eyes to soften. SI

"Jermyn!" she cried,
happened?"
He came and sat at th(

something of that expressi
gazing down upon her hac
face; for her first wild imp
passing away.

"Nothing at all," he an

just now that you were not
moment to see what was th
ous, I trust?"

She looked at him wistfr
before she replied. "No,
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ed entreaties for just a little
i even of his fingers,
left for Scotland.he thought
r.he had lain awake in his
nge sound. He had crept to
licating door, which as yet he
istened. He seemed to hear
e silence that reigned around
)man moaning and scbbing
>f the night! This was a new
lad come into his life, a new

l, at the moment, how to face.
He rose at last a little weariidto the theater. The perindhe met Levenden in the
s office. He fancied that the
ased to see him.
i?" the manager exclaimed,
m that you were going to be
1 supper party on tonight.
," he added, glancing at Jerandjoin us later?"
d," Jermyn replied. "Thank
been traveling all day. Miss

prinking up," Levenden told
l us."
a^*iinninor nrttVi trmi?'' Itn ro_

"v.iv.:hink,"Levenden continued,
n living much too secluded a

that she is beginning to break
ihe is coming to the artists'
.ord Lakenham is giving a
nection of yours, by the way,
u ought to come. A writer
:, you know."
>und. "If Miss Clulev is go,"I won't wait now."
or a moment, I expect," the
aps she'll be able to persuade
as a queer little world which
;ears. "No, I won't bother her
see her tomorrow sometime."

t managing to escape Gerald,
his car outside. He jumped
e.

lquired mechanically of Robhimof his hat and overcoat.
been out this evening, Sir

led him. "She was dining at
on the point of starting when
st after you had telephoned
is been alone in her boudoir
she is there now, Sir."
the stairs and knocked at the
cille's little suite. There was
e handle softly and entered,
ch in a white dressing gown,
salts, the evening paper, a
on a small table hv her sirle
r and came farther into the
she was asleep. He stood
thick fnr of the white rug,

rious little pain pulled at his
scious of a new feeling with
nmense, almost infinite pity,
vas absolutely the face of a
ere lines under her eyes, holecktoo had grown thinner,
in a queer, unearthly sort of
ened her eyes and saw him.
had taken place. Her whole
ed. Her face seemed to fill
le grew at once younger.
"You here? Has anything
: end of the sofa. Perhaps
on with which he had been
1 already vanished from his
rnlse of joy showed signs of

swered. "Roberts told me

well, and I looked in for a
e matter. It is nothing seriilly

for a brief space of time
it is nothing serious," she


